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Topper Ireland Traveller Event No.3 2026 
Sunday 6th September 2026 
Strangford Lough Yacht Club 

 

NOTICE OF RACE 
 

ORGANISING AUTHORITY 
The Organising Authority (OA) is Strangford Lough Yacht Club (SLYC) in conjunction with the 
International Topper Class Association of Ireland (the Association). 

The notation ‘[NP]’ in a rule of the Notice of Race (NOR) or Sailing Instructions (SIs) means that a 
boat may not protest another boat for breaking that rule. This changes Racing Rules of Sailing 
(RRS) 60.1. 

1 RULES 
1.1 The event is governed by the rules as defined in the RRS. 

1.2 In the event of a conflict between the NOR and SIs, the SIs will prevail. This changes RRS 
63.5(c). 

2 SAILING INSTRUCTIONS 

 The SIs will be available on the Official Notice Board (ONB) before registration opens. 

3  COMMUNICATION 
3.1 The ONB is the WhatsApp Group ‘SLYC Traveller Event No.3 Official Notice Board’ which can 

be joined here 
https://chat.whatsapp.com/C3Rzbjq9I274MFZC6ijZXm?s=cl&p=i&mlu=0&ilr=4 

3.2 [DP] While racing, except in an emergency, a boat shall not make voice or data transmissions 
and shall not receive voice or data communication that is not available to all boats.  

4 ELIGIBILITY AND ENTRY 

4.1 The event is open to boats of the International Topper Class using a 5.3m2 or 4.2m2 sail. 

4.2 Competitors shall be members of the Association or other Topper class association. 
Temporary membership of the Association for the duration of the event can be obtained 
when entering. Membership of the Association for the remainder of the calendar year can 
be obtained here: https://topperireland.com/membership/ 

4.3 Eligible boats may enter by completing the entry form and paying at this link SLYC Topper 
Traveller 2026  

4.4  To be considered an entry at an event, a boat shall complete all registration requirements 
and pay all fees. 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchat.whatsapp.com%2FC3Rzbjq9I274MFZC6ijZXm%3Fs%3Dcl%26p%3Di%26mlu%3D0%26ilr%3D4&data=05%7C02%7Ckhaslett%40pennon-group.co.uk%7C4ce8950fe5a24cc79fd408def7e572e9%7C25d26f64e15045878705aefeb42a308c%7C0%7C0%7C639220762015305188%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YdadbKKIHZ4y0ZPWxspTKUEfvFX5j0SCkfDIh7Pk9CA%3D&reserved=0
https://topperireland.com/membership/
https://pci.jotform.com/form/230005673916958
https://pci.jotform.com/form/230005673916958
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4.5 Boats should enter before noon on Sunday 30th August 2026. Late entries will be accepted at 
the discretion of the OA up to 2330 on Wednesday 2nd September 2026. 

4.6 Entry is open to a maximum of 60 boats. Additional entries may be permitted at the 
discretion of the OA. 

5 FEES 
 The entry fee is £40.  

6 SCHEDULE 
6.1 Registration: Saturday 5th September from 1900 to 2030; and Sunday 6th September from 

0800 to 0930. 

6.2 Safety Briefing: A safety briefing will be held at 0830 on Sunday 6th September at SLYC. 

6.3 Briefing: A briefing will be held at 0930 on Sunday 6th at SLYC. 

6.4 Racing: Four races are scheduled for Sunday 6th September. 

6.5  The scheduled time of the first warning signal of the first race is 1055. 

6.6 No warning signal will be made after 1500. 

7 EQUIPMENT INSPECTION 
 A Boat or equipment may be inspected at any time for compliance with the class rules, NOR 

or SIs. 

8 CLOTHING AND EQUIPMENT  
8.1 RRS 40.1 shall apply at all times while afloat. 

8.2 [DP] [NP] Each boat shall have a suitable launching trolley that is fully serviceable and clearly 
marked with its sail number. 

9 VENUE 
Racing will take place on Strangford Lough to the east of SLYC. 

10 COURSES 
 The courses to be sailed will be trapezoid courses described in the SIs. 

11 PENALTY SYSTEM 
11.1 RRS Appendix P will apply, except that RRS P2.3 is deleted and in RRS P2.2 “second” is 

changed to read “second or subsequent”  

11.2 Appendix T arbitration and the post-race penalty shall apply to this event.  

12 SCORING  
12.1 One race is required to be completed to constitute a series. 

12.2 When fewer than four races have been completed, a boat’s series score will be the total of its 
race scores. When four races have been completed, a boat’s series score will be the total of its 
race scores excluding its worst score. This changes RRS A2. 

13 [DP] [NP] SUPPORT PERSON VESSELS 
13.1 Support person vessels shall register with the OA at registration and, if required, display 

identification flags provided by the OA. 

13.2 All support person vessel crews shall attend a safety briefing by the OA as published in the 
Schedule. 
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13.3 Support person vessels shall have an operating VHF marine radio and maintain a watch on 
the dedicated working channel, as specified in the SIs, so they can be called by the Event 
Safety Officer (ESO), or any person designated by the ESO, to assist in the case of an 
emergency.  

13.4 Support teams, including all support persons and support person vessels shall stay 100m 
outside areas where boats are racing from the time of the preparatory signal for the first 
start until all boats have finished or retired or the race committee signals a postponement, 
general recall or abandonment unless otherwise instructed by the race committee. 

13.5 When afloat, all persons on support person vessels, shall wear a personal flotation device; 
and, when the engine is running, the support vessel driver shall use a kill cord. 

13.6 Further instructions for support person vessel crews will be available in the SIs and at 
briefings. 

14 BERTHING 
[DP] [NP] Boats shall be kept in their assigned places in the dinghy park. 

15 PRIVACY STATEMENT 
15.1 The personal information you provide to the OA will be used to facilitate your participation 

in the event. If you have agreed to be bound by the RRS and the other rules that govern the 
event, the legal basis for processing that personal information is contract. If you are not 
bound by the rules, the legal basis for processing that personal information is legitimate 
interest. Your personal information will be stored and used in accordance with the OA’s 
privacy policies and the Event Privacy Notice (EPN). The EPN is included on the entry form. 
When required by the rules, personal information may be shared with Irish Sailing, the Royal 
Yachting Association, your national authority and/or World Sailing. The results of the event 
and the outcome of any hearing or appeal may be published. 

16 RISK STATEMENT  
RRS 3 states: “The responsibility for a boat’s decision to participate in a race or to continue 
racing is hers alone.” 

Sailing by its nature is an unpredictable sport and therefore inherently involves an element 
of risk. By taking part in the event, each competitor agrees and acknowledges that:  

(a) They are aware of the inherent element of risk involved in the sport and accept 
responsibility for the exposure of themselves, their crew and their boat to such inherent 
risk whilst taking part in the event. 

(b) They are responsible for the safety of themselves, their crew, their boat and their other 
property whether afloat or ashore. 

(c) They accept responsibility for any injury, damage or loss to the extent caused by their 
own actions or omissions. 

(d) Their boat is in good order, equipped to sail in the event and they are fit to participate. 
(e) The provision of a race management team, patrol boats and other officials and 

volunteers by the event organiser does not relieve them of their own responsibilities. 
(f) The provision of patrol boat cover is limited to such assistance, particularly in extreme 

weather conditions as can be practically provided in the circumstances. 
(g) It is their responsibility to familiarise themselves with any risks specific to this venue or 

this event drawn to their attention in any rules or information produced for the venue 
or event and to attend any safety briefing held for the event. 
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17 INSURANCE 
 Each participating boat shall be insured with valid third-party liability insurance with a 

minimum cover of £3,000,000 per incident or the equivalent. 

18 PRIZES 

5.3m2 Fleet 

Youth 
14 Years old or more 
on 1st January 2026 

Female 1st, 2nd, 3rd 

Male 1st, 2nd, 3rd 

Junior 
Under 14 Years old 
on 1st January 2026 

Female 1st, 2nd, 3rd 

Male 1st, 2nd, 3rd 

  

4.2 m2 Fleet 

Female or male 1st, 2nd, 3rd 

19 FURTHER INFORMATION 
 For further information please contact Keith Haslett on keithhaslett79@hotmail.com 

 
END OF NOTICE OF RACE  
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Additional Information 
The following information is provided for competitors' convenience and does not form part of 

the Notice of Race. 
On arrival all boats will be offloaded and placed in the purple areas. Trailers will be parked in one 
corner of Strangford Lough Yacht Club as designated in the red triangle zone on the infographic in 
figure 1. 
All cars and vans must be parked outside the yacht club. Please consider the local residents and 
ensure you park in areas that do not block any driveways. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 1 – SLYC location map with instructions 
Motorhomes can park in the public car park in the local bay of Whiterock and toilet facilities 
should be available as shown in green circle on figure 2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 2 – Whiterock Bay with public car park for motorhomes 
Local cafés and restaurants are available that include: 

• Daft Eddy’s café and restaurant 

• Balloo House restaurant 


